Western blotting for the diagnosis of congenital toxoplasmosis.
Toxoplasmosis is a common congenital infection. It does not usually produce recognizable signs of infection at birth so most infected newborns are not detected by routine clinical examination and remain untreated. Infected children without clinical symptoms should nonetheless be identified and treated as early as possible. Serological diagnosis of congenital toxoplasmosis is quite difficult. The aim of this study was to evaluate the utility of Western blot for the diagnosis of congenital toxoplasmosis. We compared the immunological profiles of mothers and children to differentiate between passively transmitted maternal antibodies and antibodies synthesized by the infants in the first three months of life. The method enabled us to diagnose congenital toxoplasmosis in cases in which the infection had not been detected by classical serology techniques.